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As of February 6, 2019, over 115,000
patients have been enrolled in
the QOD Spine registries across 81
participating lumbar, 73 cervical and 55
deformity centers in 38 states. The QOD
Neurovascular registry has over 5,000
patients enrolled across 26 active sites.
The QOD Tumor registry pilot kicked-off
earlier this month in seven centers and as
of February 15, has 24 patients enrolled.
The success of the NPA’s QOD
registry program is a testament to
the commitment of the participating
centers and the vision of our volunteer
leadership. Perhaps more impressive
than the sheer volume of patients
enrolled is the fact that the QOD is
unique among large registries in its
inclusion of longitudinally collected,
patient-reported functional outcomes.

Such data provides clinicians and other
healthcare professionals a unique
insight into the patient experience
with care. When this information is
combined with other data, such as
patient demographics and medical
history, it allows for the development
of tools that facilitate shared
medical decision-making, practicebased learning and focused quality
improvement.
At this seven-year mark, there are
a variety of reasons to be proud of
these achievements. QOD data are
being used by individual practices to
assist with public and private quality
reporting requirements, facilitate
payer negotiations and valuebased care contracting, help meet
re-certification requirements and
advance focused quality improvement
efforts. Most importantly, these efforts
allow participating centers to improve
the care of their patients. The QOD
provides the best available long-term
data on real-world applications of
procedures and comprehensively
assesses the impact of those
interventions on patient outcomes. To
that end, the QOD is an essential tool
to build a national culture of quality
and enable continuous improvements
in patient care. The NPA appreciates
the continued and valued support of
the QOD community that has led to
this significant milestone. •
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Surgeon Champions at Semmes Murphey Reflect on the QOD Experience
As a QOD founding registry center,
Semmes Murphey has played a critical
role in leadership to drive success
within the national registry. Clarence B.
Watridge, MD, FAANS(L), Chairman of the
Semmes Murphey Clinic, and past chair
of the QOD Operations Committee and
QOD Practice-Based Learning Network
(PBLN), recalls, “I remember the day, at
one of our national meetings, when I
met with Troy Tippett, Bob Harbaugh,
Tony Asher, Matt McGirt, AANS
administrative staff to discuss this idea
of the national registry for neurosurgery.
Timing is everything, and the push for

‘pay-for-performance’ movement was
out of the barn, never to return. This idea
morphed into the ‘value-based’ concept
and now the Merit-based Incentive
Payment System (MIPS) includes four
parameters focused on cost, outcome,
practice performance and practice
improvement.”
Dr. Watridge goes on to explain, “The
key meetings and phone conferences
we had with Ted Speroff at Vanderbilt
University and the data coordinators
at Atlantic Neurosurgical, Carolina
Neurosurgery & Spine Associates,

QOD Registry Updates
The quarterly QOD Statistics and Outcomes reports were uploaded to QOD REDCap
on January 18, along with an updated QOD Statistics and Outcomes Report Manual for
Spine. The Spine Quarterly Outcomes Report incorporates recent updates based on
site feedback, including:

1) Follow-up rates presented with actual
numbers instead of site rankings.

2) New figures for satisfaction and readmission rates.

In addition to the new figures, formatting changes have been made throughout the
reports including highlighting of variation within tables where there is a significant
difference between the QOD Site and other centers, and providing clarification
underneath tables and figures that explain the data that is being presented.

and Semmes Murphey laid the
groundwork and set the standards
for quality data collection and
data scrutiny. Needless to say, the
initial four groups that envisioned
the potential for neurosurgeons to
have a tool from which they could
demonstrate the value of their work
as well as learn from the critical review
of outcomes has kindled the flame to
more than 100 sites and thousands
of patient enrollments. The data
coordinators at those four centers
made great contributions. While
the undertaking is time consuming
and costly, it is an endeavor worth
engaging and the information is
critically important for patients
and practices in the fierce financial
environment in which we live.
Jeffrey Sorenson, MD, FAANS,
neurosurgeon at Semmes Murphey
Clinic in Memphis, TN, and current
chair of the PBLN adds, “After seven
years of enrollment, it is abundantly
clear that the success of the QOD
depends on the skill and dedication
of our data coordinators, who make
it possible to reach scientifically valid
conclusions based upon accurate data.
Our future patients will benefit from
this dedication.”
Semmes Murphey continues to play a
key role in the success of the QOD and
has participated in the success of key
external QOD studies.

QOD Studies/Publications
A detailed listing of QOD publications is on the NPA website at www.neuropoint.org. The following paper was
published this month:

Predictive Model for Medical and Surgical Readmissions Following Elective Lumbar Spine Surgery: A
National Study of 33,674 Patients
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QOD Latest Numbers
Lumbar Cycle 316 (2/7/19 – 2/14/19)

Deformity Cycle 316 (2/7/19 – 2/14/19)

105 Total Contracted Sites

55 Total Active Sites

81 Total Active Sites

307 Surgeons

763 Surgeons

107 Hospitals

220 Hospitals

3,196 patients enrolled

78,879 Patients enrolled

2,481 patients accrued

57,849 Patients accrued

73.7% 3-month follow-up

38 States participating in QOD

59.0% 12-month follow-up

71.7% 3-month follow-up
61.6% 12-month follow-up

Neurovascular Cycle 240 (2/7/19 – 2/14/19)
26 Total Active Sites

Cervical Cycle 316 (2/7/19 – 2/14/19)

132 Surgeons

73 Total Active Sites

39 Hospitals

622 Surgeons

5,689 patients enrolled

183 Hospitals

5,333 patients accrued

35,006 patients enrolled

90.3% 30-day follow-up •

24,961 patients accrued
70.8% 3-month follow-up
59.1% 12-month follow-up

QOD Qualified Clinical Data Registry (QCDR)
The Quality & Outcomes Database (QOD), through the
NeuroPoint Alliance (NPA), is now a Centers for Medicare
& Medicaid Services (CMS)-approved Qualified Clinical
Data Registry (QCDR) for the 2019 Merit-Based Incentive
Program (MIPS) reporting year.
The NPA received initial QCDR status approval from CMS
on November 7, 2018, and received approval on the QOD
non-MIPS measures on January 31, 2019. The QOD nonMIPS measures were the first specialty-specific measures

developed for neurosurgery and provide a meaningful
method for neurosurgeons to report on quality data for
MIPS. The 2019 QCDR offers eleven QCDR measures for
the 2019 reporting year. The complete list of measures
and measure specifications can be found on the NPA
website here.
For more information on the QOD QCDR and 2019
QCDR measures, contact Irene Zyung at icz@
neuropoint.org.
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QOD Question & Answer
Data coordinators and others recently
issued the following QOD questions,
which will be added to the FAQs and/or
incorporated into the manuals:

muscle spasticity”? Could you give an
example so we will correctly identify it?
What is the relationship of spasticity to
spasms?

Q. Does a dorsal column stimulator in
place exclude patient from cervical/
lumbar modules?

A. New neurologic deficit is defined
as any new motor or sensory loss at
the same dermatome for the surgical
levels. Compressions on nerve leads
to neurologic deficits, which can be
either motor or sensory or both. The
motor part of neurologic deficits can
further be categorized to upper and
lower motor neuron deficits. Spasticity
particularly happens in upper motor
neuron compressions (or lesions). The
manual specifically mentions spasticity,
because in certain cases the spasticity

A. Yes, a dorsal column stimulator
excludes the patient from the QOD.
Q. Could you clarify the new
neurological deficits variable on
the 30-day morbidity form? The
description in the manual is difficult
to interpret from the way it is worded.
In particular, could you explain the
“upper motor neuron type that is

will be the only symptom identified for
new neurologic deficit.
Q. For the cervical module, if a patient
has myelopathy and 4s for all upper
motor strength exam tests, should we
select yes for the motor deficit question
but NOT select the radicular motor
deficit option in the associated spine
symptoms section?
A. In the cervical module, when the
patent has myelopathy, any of the
myelopathic motor deficits will only be
recorded in the “Any motor deficits”.
The motor deficits will be recorded in
the “Spine associated symptoms” as
“Radicular (nerve root) motor deficit”
only when the patient has radiculopathy.

QOD Quarterly Data Coordinator Recognition
The QOD Data Coordinator
Recognition Program rewards
coordinators for outstanding
performance with the registry each
quarter. We are pleased to highlight
this quarter’s recipient, Debra Miles.
Debra Miles, BSN, BA, RN
Clinical Data Analyst
Winchester Medical Center
Winchester, Va.
Debbie Miles has been a registered
nurse since 1996. Her clinical
experience includes ortho/neuro and
then post-operative cardiothoracic
telemetry units, first in Massachusetts
and then at Winchester Medical Center
(WMC) in Virginia from 2001 to 2008.
After spending a few years home with
her young children, she returned to

the WMC operating room (OR) and
was tapped for the neurosurgical OR
team. In 2016, Debbie was presented
with the opportunity to move over
to data. Learning about the database
and how to track and analyze data
has been a great experience for her.
Debbie is very humbled to have been
singled out for what she considers
a team success with her database
partner, Christine Sutherly. “It is truly a
team effort and we get a lot from each
other’s questions and interpretations
as well as support and backup.”

Debbie’s Tips
Follow-up is all about optimizing the
hours in the day. We are a work inprogress with a goal of maximizing
our follow-up percentage. We have
been working for over two years

to make the data more reliable,
visible and valuable to our surgeons.
Surgeon-supported advocacy
has opened up opportunities for
reworking better systems to support
efficient baseline collection, which
will leave more time for follow
up. Since our department has two
nurses doing all the abstraction, data
entry, follow up and reports, we are
continually refining these processes
to enhance efficacy.
Flexible scheduling allows us to
optimize our follow up calls by flexing
our time to call in the evenings when
the majority of our patients are easier
to contact, resulting in fewer calls per
completed form. Utilizing the online
survey has also decreased the number
of calls we have to make by about 20
percent in the lumbar module. That is
time recouped.
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Upcoming Meetings and Events
Visit the NPA QOD teams at the following meetings:

DATE

MEETING

LOCATION

March 14-17, 2019

AANS/CNS Section on Disorders of the Spine and
Peripheral Nerves, 2019 Spine Summit

Miami

April 11-13, 2019

Neurosurgery Executives Resource Value & Education
Society (NERVES) Annual Meeting

San Diego

April 13-17, 2019

2019 AANS Annual Scientific Meeting

San Diego

September 12-13, 2019 QOD Data Coordinator Conference

NPA/AANS Headquarters,
Chicago-Rolling Meadows

September 25-28, 2019 North American Spine Society (NASS) Annual Meeting

Chicago

October 19-23, 2019

Congress of Neurological Surgeons (CNS) Annual Meeting

QOD Calendar Reminders
Monthly Data Coordinator Conference Calls
Calls take place the third week of every month. Content is
repeated each call.
Standing Dial-in Number:
U.S. & Canada: 866.740.1260
Access Code: 3780549

San Francisco

SAVE THE DATE!
NPA Registry Course

Sunday, April 14, 2019 | San Diego
7:30 a.m. – 4:30 p.m. PT
Registration is now open. Current NPA registry
participants are eligible for registration discounts
by using the code NPAquality2019.

Upcoming January Dates: 3/18/19 and 3/21/19

QOD Report Schedule
QOD Audit Reports are distributed the first and third
Monday of each month.
QOD Numbers Reports are distributed the second and
fourth Monday of each month. •

QOD Data Coordinators Conference
Thursday-Friday, September 12-13, 2019
AANS/NPA Headquarters, Rolling Meadows, Ill

Agenda and details coming soon!
There is no registration fee for this conference. •
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QOD Practice-Based Learning
Network (PBLN)

QOD PROGRAM
CONTACT INFORMATION

QOD Data Coordinator Conference Topics - September 12-13, 2019

NPA Office

The PBLN is finalizing the agenda and presenters for the in-person 2019 Data
Coordinator Conference, to be held on Thursday-Friday, September 12-13, at the
AANS/NPA headquarters in Rolling Meadows, Ill. A hotel block is being secured for
attendees and more information, including a housing link, will be available soon.
Topics covered at the conference include:
• Basic Skill Tutorial: Using Microsoft Excel for QOD
• Advanced Skills Tutorial: Using Microsoft Excel for QOD
• Neurovascular Panel
• Basic Tumor Panel
• Basic Cervical Panel
• Advanced Cervical Panel
• Basic Lumbar/Deformity Panel
• Advanced Lumbar/Deformity Panel
• Basic Report Builder Workshop
• Advanced Report Builder Workshop
• Basic Workflow & Process
• Advanced Workflow & Process
• Overview of Coordinating Center (Roles & Responsibilities)
• Research Publications Using QOD Data
• How can Medical Centers Effectively Use QOD Data & Reports
• Data Analysis of QOD Data
• Interpreting and Presenting QOD Report Findings
• How to Handle Difficult Patients: Coordinator issues & tips

5550 Meadowbrook Drive
Rolling Meadows, IL 60008
info@neuropoint.org
Irene Zyung
NPA Senior Project Manager
847.378.0549
icz@neuropoint.org
QOD VUMC Coordinating Center
Vanderbilt University Medical Center
Department of Orthopaedics
1215 21st Ave. S. Suite 4200
Nashville, TN 37232
Jackie R. Pennings, PhD
QOD Assistant Director
615.343.6834
jacquelyn.pennings@vumc.org
Lori Clemons, MA, CCRP
QOD Project Coordinator
615.936.3312

The NPA welcomes contributions to the monthly QOD Newsline.
We invite all centers to submit articles or announcements on
QOD news and experiences or topics of interest to be shared
with the QOD community. Articles should be submitted in Word
format and include section headings. Illustrations and graphics
are encouraged (high-resolution PDFs or JPEGs). Send your
contributions to the NPA at info@neuropoint.org by the 15th of
the month in order to be included in that month's edition. •

qod@vumc.org
Inamullah Khan, MD
QOD Clinical Fellow
615.936.2291
inamullah.khan@vumc.org
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